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St Erth School
Policy on English

-See separate policy for phonics and Reading
-See separate plan for handwriting

Aims and ohjectives

The study of English develops children's ability to listen, speak, read and write for a
Jeelings. Children are enabled to express themselves creatively and imaginatively as
they hecome enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as
af non-fiction and media texts. Children gain an understanding of how language
works by looking at its patterns, structuwres and, origins. This includes the learming of
understanding in speaking and writing across a range of different situations
throughout the school.

Ourcrbgzotwe& in the teaching of English are:

e to enahle children to speak clearly and audibly, and to consider their listeners;
to encowrage children to listen with concentration, in order to identify the main
points of what they have heard and respond respectfully;

to show children how to adapt their speech to- a wide range of circumstances
and demands;

to teach children effective communication, both verbal and non-verbal, through
a variety of drama activities;

to help them to hecome confident, independent readers, through an appropriate
Jocus on word, sentence and text-level knowledge;

to develop enthusiastic and reflective readers, through contact with challenging
and substantial texts written by a range of authors;

to foster the enjoyment of writing, and a recognition of its value;

to have an internal recall of a range of texts through ‘Story Telling ;

to encowrnge accwrate and meaningful writing, be it narrative, poetry, or non-
to improve the planning, drofting and editing of their written work.

to have purposeful targets for children to- aim for and take ownership of their
oWn writing.



and S ing & Li ing Intent

National cwriculum for English Aims:

Pupils should be taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently using Standard English.
knowledge. Pupils should he taught to read fluently, understand, extended prose (hoth fiction and
non-fiction) and be encouraged to read for pleasure

Pupils’ acquisition and command of vocabulary are key to their leaning and progress across the
whole cwrriculum.

At St. Erth, we teach English (Literacy) daily. The children have a writing/ English grammar lesson,
spelling/ phonics and a guided reading session every moming. We recognise the importance of hasic
is taught through cross- cwrricular themes linked to the termv's Topic to develop and embed a broad,
and halanced cwriculum. We value the importance of reading and telling high quality texts and, use
these as a cormerstone for owr Topics to inspire and educate.

We promote discussion and language acquisition through Talk for Writing and throughout the
cwrricuwlwm, talk partners are encouraged to clarify, engage, develop and ignite imaginations and,
teachers use adventurous language to develop children's understanding of vocabulary. Key writing,
structures are introduced through talk for writing and children are given opportunities to explore
sentence structure and language before writing independently. We want our children to be confident
and informed writers inspired by their reading and love for stories as well as their growing
knowledge of sentence structwre, grammar and topics studied.

Intent (Reading and Phonics)
At St Erth, we helieve that the teaching of reading is integral to- a child's understanding and
appreciation of the world around them; a platform that allows our children to see heyond what they,
know, share in cultwral experiences and develop the vocahulary they need to effectively express
themselves. Our reading cwriculwm strives to foster a lifelong love of reading. We cultivate the
discuss what they read. This curriculum is delivered through systematic, synthetic phonics, shared,
and guided reading, home reading, reading across the cwriculum, regulor opportunities for
mmmmmmmmwwwmmmmmw ALLo;Bthes@ar@essmﬂuL

critical readers.

It is important that children are motivated to read at home regularly; when their reading

reading. Furthermore, we know that reading pleasure is beneficial not only for not only, reading
outcomes, but for wider leaming enjoyment and mental wellheing. We work hard, to foster a love of
independent reading. We understand the significance of parents and carers in supporting their
children to- develop hoth word reading and comprehension skills so- we endeavour to build a home-
school partnership which enables parents and carers to- have the confidence to support their children
with reading at home.

Reading is at the very heart of our cwriculum. We are committed to- promoting a love for reading
and. not only, giving children opportunities to read in English lessons, but in the wider
cuwrriculum too linking our shared texts to owr termly, topics.




-see separate Teaching and Learming potlicy

At St Erth School, we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our English
lessons, as recommended by the National Curriculum, embedding the ‘Story Telling,
initiative to build children's confidence in speaking out loud and have a sound,
understanding of different text types and sentence structures. Owr principal aim is to
develop children's knowledge, skills, and understanding. We do this through daily,
lessons in English, SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) and Reading in which
children may experience a whole-class reading or writing activity, a whole-class
Jocused word, spelling or sentence activity, a guided group or independent activity,
and a whole-class session to review progress and leaming.

In Key Stage One and Two there are spelling lessons or activities daily using the
schools phonics scheme hased on Letters and Sounds for spelling strategies and rules
Jor reading and spelling. Some children in Year 2 also follow this scheme. Children are
taught in Year groups for phonics in KS1 and hased on ahility in KS2. The independent
activity gives an opportunity to talk and collahorate, and so embed and enhance their
learning. They have the opportunity to experience a wide range of texts, and to
support their work with a variety of resources, such as dictionaries, thesauruses and
phonic cards, text maps etc. Children use ICT in English lessons where it enhances
their learning, as in drofting their work and in using multimedia to study how words,
and images are combined to corwey meaning. Specific Apps are used to support
Literacy on the iPads where applicable. Wherever possible, we encowrage children to
use and apply their learming in other areas gf the curriculum. Texts are alwoys topic-
based and wherever possible, Literacy is cross-cuwrriculwm to- make it purposeful.

In all dasses, children have a wide range of ahilities, and we seek to provide suitable
ahility of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies. In some lessons, we
do it through differentiated group work, while in others, we ask children to- work from
the same starting point hefore moving on to develop. their own ideas. We use
classroom assistants to support some children, and to enable work to be matched to

In Year 5 and 6, the children have daily Literacy on Track sessions focusing on SPAG
and handwriting activities. The Alan Peat sentence types are focused on to encowrage
different sentence construction.



Daily activities to support English:

EYFS Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2
Phonics & handwriting Phonics & handwriting Handwriting,

Guided Reading Spelling Spelling,

Writing, time. Writing, Writing

5 a day - stories, non- Guided Reading Guided Reading
Jiction, nursery rhymes, Literacy on track (5/6)

poetry,




and S ing & Listening I

When reviewing our cwrricuwlwm and, the teacher’s assessments, we realised the importance of
ensuwring spelling and, reading were given stand-alone lessons. With the purchase of Read, Write, Inc
spelling for Years 2-6, there is a guarantee that each child has a daily, spelling session and, the
National Cwrriculum spelling ohjectives are being taught efficiently. Owr hespoke phonics scheme
develops to phonics for spelling as the children progress through the programme. The children also
programmes like Reading Eggs which we purchased to support children during COVID remote
learning but value the positive impact so- have continued this subscription.

Likewise, teachers have ensured that specific guided reading lessons are occwrring daily and have
moved to whole class sessions rather than groups to ensure high-quality teaching at all times

incorporating speaking and listening. With the inclusion of resources like Literacy Shed, many
reading ohjectives can be taught even with different levels of decoding in class and a big emphasis is
places on speaking and listening through deep discussion in these sessions. Teachers also ensure
that interventions are appropriate to support those who do need further support in Literacy areas
including, writing and, speech and, language. We have used the NTP and teachers in school to deliver
COVID catch up to improve children's writing and close any gaps. Teachers at St Erth are very,
awwre of SEND and are quick to identify and support the needs of individual pupils. Our bespoke
cuwrriculum is assessed daily and recorded throughout the term on an online platform called Balance
which is beneflicial to assess gaps in learning and allows SLT to monitor progress efficiently.

We incorporate Talk for Writing when appropriate to give children the internal structures for
sentences and, texts and allow them to experience o variety of language structures. Teachers
compose the texts used for Talk for Writing to ensure the grammar, language for the term and,
sentence structures are evident and reinforced and ensuring the texts we tell are of the highest
quality. Writing targets are used on a dass and individual basis depending on what is appropriate

Jor the child and activity.
Moderation takes place within key stages and as a whole school to ensure assessments are accurote

and to share the good, practise at St Erth. We have termly, pupil progress meetings where we review
the teaching and assessment to ensure progress is heing made and any gaps are closing.

Implementation (Reading and Phonics)
Learning to read is one of the most important things youwr child will ever learn. It underpins
everything else, sowe put as much energy as we possibly can into- making sure that every single
child learns to read as quickly as possible. We also wont your child to develop a real love of reading
and to want to read for themselves. This is why, we work hard to- make sure children develop a love
o books as well as simply learning to read. Owr bespoke systematic synthetic phonics programme
has links for each sound to- a high~quality shared reading text to- enthuse each child.
We start by teaching phonics in the Foundation Stage (Reception) and Key stage 1. At St Erth, we
Jollow our hespoke Systematic, synthetic phonics programme: St Erth Letters and Sounds: Phonics
and Reading. This is based on the principles of Letters and Sounds and the practice of high quality,
phonics. The five phases af St Erth Letters and Sound: Phonics and Reading document provides a
structwre for the teachers to follow and plan childrenv's progression. The teachers carefully adapt their
planning to- meet the needs of the children within their class. The teacher's daily and phased
Discreet phonic sessions take place daily for at least 20 minutes and there are also extended phonics
activities within the indoor and outdoor environment available for the children to explore
independently throughout the day to further emhed their phonics learming in Early Years and where
appropriate in KS1.
Phonics provision is also supplemented by a wide range of speaking and listening, English, spelling




and grammar activities. Each phoneme is linked to- a nursery rhyme or song to further emhed each
sound.

Teachers regularly read with the children so the children get to- know and love all sorts of stories,
poetry and information hooks. This is in addition to the books that they bring home which are
decodahble relating to the sounds the children know. This helps to extend children's vocabulary and
comprehension, as well as supporting their writing. All classrooms have a reading area. In key Stage
1 this is a hook comer with hooks that are frequently changed for interest. In Key Stage 2,
classrooms have a class library as space is limited in classrooms. The school library is a dedicated,
space that children can enjoy and share hooks in a comfortable environment where the children can
access o wide range af hooks, hoth fiction and non-fiction to help emhed their love of hooks, stories
and reading and the school library is also constantly, being developed.

English cwrriculum planning

English is a core subject in the National Curriculwm. We use the National Cwriculum
Jor English. These also include writing and, reading ohjectives we feel are valuahle for
children to leave Primary School with. Al of the reading and writing ohjectives are
In writing;

-organisation,

-grammar,

- creativity,

“purpose,

i . ,. .

-speaking & listening.

These are used to teach ohjectives from and assess against,, they are on owr Balance
online programme to track and assess with.

In reading:

-decoding
-comprehension
reading detective
language
esponding to reading
big reader




We carry out the curriculum planning in English in three phases (long-term, medium-
term and short-term). The National Cwricuwlum details what we teach in the long-
term. Owr yearly teaching programme (Balance) identifies the key ohbjectives in literacy
that we teach to each year. All of the ohjectives for Reading, Writing and SPAG are in
assessment.

Our mediwm-term plans, which we also hase on the National Cwrriculum, give details
ensure an appropriate halance and distribution of work across each term. The subject
leader is responsible for keeping and reviewing these plans.

Class teachers complete a weekly or daily (short-term) plan for the teaching of
English - teachers choose how they compile this plan and it is efficient and varied -
this is regularly monitored. This lists the specific learming ohjectives and expected
outcomes for each lesson, and gives details of how the lessons are to- be taught.. The
often discuss them on an informal hasis, there is not set format for this.

We plan the activities in English sothat they build on the children's prior learming.
While we give children of all ahilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge
and understanding, we also plan progression into the scheme of work, so that there is
an increasing challenge for the children as they move up through the school. This
progress if monitored using Balance. We have developed a genre-coverage plan for the
whole school which shows a clear progression and coverage of key themes in writing.
Class teachers have developed reading spines to support the learning of reading in
classes. Through the use of “Five Finger Checks’ and “Ten Finger Checks’ skills are
developed throughout the year groups and Key Stages.

Reading:

Reading is taught daily throughout the school. In EYFS and Year 1 the children use
the school's scheme hased on Letters and Sounds phonics to learn early reading (See
additional Reading and Phonics policy).The children are also read with daily to give
them practise of this skill: sometimes in groups to promote discussion as well as
individually. From Year 2 - 6, the children have daily guided reading sessions. This is

nwsﬂg,twightthrcug}L@mde@cms&appmudmerecordedm(ﬁWUrbgm Children
are encownged, to- discuss their views and make notes. We use rich texts and have

included many classics as well as modern texts to inspire a love for reading. Children
are still read with individually wherever possible.

Those children who require intervention in phonics receive this as well as those who

need to develop reading confidence: this is organised within the classrooms. In Key
Stage 2 Progject X Code is used to- promote discussion and reading skills. Children are



encowrnged to read every evening and rewwrd systems are in place in classes. Books
are monitored to enswre children read a variety of texts and having opportunities to
read. Teachers monitor this and ensure those not reading at home, are given
opportunities in school to read. Likewise, time is given for children to access Reading
Eggs in school to enswre this programme is having full effect.

Children's progress is monitored, using individual reading records in some classes and
on Balance. The children in Key Stage 2 also have a more formal reading
comprehension assessment through NFER tests which offer a standardised score to

The Foundation Stage

We teach English in reception classes as an integral part of the school's work. The
Jormat for the daily lesson is similar to that used in the rest of the school. As the
reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Cuwrriculum, we relate
the English aspects of the children's work to the ohjectives set out in the Early
Learning Gouls and Development Matters which underpin the curriculwm planning for
children aged three to five.

We give all children the opportunity to talk and communicate in a widening range of
situations, to respond to adults and to each other, to listen carefully, and to practise
and extend their vocabulary and communicatior skills. They have the opportunity to
explore words and, texts, to enjoy them, to learn ahout them, and to use them in
(See EYFS policy)

Contribution of English to teaching in other curriculum areas

The skills that children develop in English are linked to, and applied. in, every subject
enahble them to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work at
school.

Mathematics:

The teaching of English contributes significantly to children's mathematical
understanding, in a variety of ways. Children in the Foundation Stage develop their
with adults and other children. Children in Key Stage 1 meet stories and rhwymes that
uwolve counting and, sequencing. Children in Key Stage 2 are encouwruged to read and,
interpret problems, in order to identify the mathematics irwolved. They explain and



present their work to others during plenary sessions, and they communicate

Personal, sotial and health education (PSHE) and citizenship

English contributes to the teaching of PSHE and citizenship by encowraging
children to take part in class and group discussions on topical issues. Older children
also research and debate topical problems and events. They discuss lifestyle choices,
and meet and talk with visitors who work within the school community. Planned
activities within the classroom also encowrage children to- work together and to respect
each other’s views.

TMW@EWW@MWWWWM%MW
critical responses to the moral questions they meet in their work. Their understanding
and appreciation of a range of texts bring them into contact with their own literary,
heritage and with texts from a diverse range of cultures. The organisation of our
lessons allows children to work together, and gives them the chance to discuss their
ideas and results.

English and ICT

The use of ICT, with clear learning objectives, will promote, enhance and support the
teaching of English at word, sentence and text levels. It also offers ways of impacting
on learning which are not possible with corwentional methods, e.g. interactive and
non- linear stories.

ICT is used at whole-class, group and independent levels. The screen praojection of text
enahbles it to be read and shared. The projection of a word processor permits the
writing process to he modelled effectively. A wide variety of text tupes are available
through the Intermet to encowrage the framing of explicit questions. Word, hanks or
word grid softwuare speed, up recording, particularly for children with SEN. Software is
used to support independent reading (text to speech) and writing (predictive word,
processors, word hanks and spell checkers). A range of saftware is used to develop.
achieved using ICT, or ICT mprwudaﬂwmwmoj&prmﬂmmm(
multimedia presentation or the school wehsite). We also have iPads to support the

development of handwriting, spelling, writing and accessing texts through ICT
alongside recording children telling texts.



English, and inclusion

At owr schootl, we teach English to all children, whatever their ability and individual
needs. English forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and
balanced education to all children. Through owr English teaching, we provide learming
opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive hard to- meet the
and we take all reasonable steps to- achieve this. For further details, see separate
policies: Special Educational Needs; Disahility Discrimination; Gifted and Talented
Children; English as an Additional Language (EAL).

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, owr assessment process
looks at a range of factors - classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching
style, differentiation — so that we can take some additional or different action to
enable the child to learn more effectively. Assessment against the National Curriculwm,
using owr individual Learning Ladders, allows us to consider each child's attainment
and progress against expected levels. This enswres that owr teaching is matched to the
child's needs.

Intervention through the Record of Need may lead to the creation of an Individual
Education Plan (IEP) for children with special educational needs. The IEP may
include, as appropriate, specific targets relating to English.

We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved, in learning
English. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom (a theatre
trip, for example) we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that

Teachers and Teaching Assistants provide help by using:

texts that children can more easily read and understand;

ICT, other technological aids and taped materials;

alternative communication, such as signs and symhols;
translators and amanuenses.

lntervention groups to support children who are low-attaining;
Jocused teaching groups to hoost the more able learners.



Assessment for learning

Teachers assess childrenvs work in English in three phases. The short-term

plans. They match these short-term assessments closely, to the teaching ohjectives
(Balance). Written or verhal feedhack is given to help guide children's progress.
Children are encowrnged to- make judgements about how they can improve their own
work. There is a detailed phonics assessment in place to support ouwr phonics scheme.

Teachers use medium-term assessments to- measwre progress against the key
ohjectives, and to help them plan for the next unit of work. These are recorded on
Balance to- monitor progress and cwrriculwm coverage for individuals and cohorts.

use these to assess progress against school and national targets. With the help of
these long-term assessments, they are able to set targets for the next school year, and
to summarise the progress of each child hefore discussing it with the child's parents or
carers. The next teacher then uses these long-term assessments as the planning basis
Jor the new school year.

These long-term assessments are based on end-aof-year tests and teacher assessments
against the Balance ohjectives which incorporate the TAFs (Teacher Assessment
Frameworks). Children undertake the national tests at the end of Year 2 and Year 6,
and optional NFER at the end of Years 3, 4 and 5. Teachers also make annual
assessments af children's progress against the TAF standards set out by the
Government.

Teachers meet regularly, to review and moderate individual examples of work against
the national exemplification material produced by the QCA and the DCSF (moderation
meetings).

Staff are keen to improve their subject knowledge and the suhbject leader takes an
awwroi@mdwwmmun@besbpmmandmakmgmwnmdauom}orsmﬂ



Writing and Speaking & Listening Impact
The impact of having a cwrriculum that is rooted in Topic work enswres that the children's
work has purpose and builds on Science, History and Geography skills alongside their basic
skills in English.
We have ohserved that children's vocabulary is progressing and the children are becoming
more confident in taking risks with language and are happy to use thesauruses and
dictionaries to check their vocabulary choices in KS2. Through the use of ambitious class texts
to tell, enjoy and read, the children are being offered opportunities to use heightened,
Read, Write, Inc. Spelling has had a positive impact on the teaching of spelling and making
this more manageable for teachers workloads. We will keep. reviewing this and allow the three
years to trial to see the true impact of this programme. The impact of owr hespoke phonics
scheme is having a very positive impact on spelling too as children are more confident in
using their phonics for spelling from Year 2 onwuards.
As a result of the children at St Erth being given challenging texts to read, tell and write with
higher level vocabulary, they are confident. This is apparent through owr dramatic
performances in KST and KS2 which are of a very high standard.
The children are hecoming more confident to- discuss their learning through the development
of metacognition in school and, using target cards to prompt. As always, teachers at St Erth
discuss and adapt materials and, activities to ensure the best provision is always offered to
the individual pupils and enabling them to he confident writers who compose a variety of
engaging pieces using o variety of structures.

Impact (Reading and Phonics)
W@bdwmﬂwtrwdmgwk@ywauwammg,mmmpaotoj&wmwn@wmwhmgge&
beyond, the result of statutory assessments. Our reading cwrriculum ensures children enter the
wide and varied magical worlds that reading opens up to them. As they, develop their own
interest in hooks, a deep love of literatwre across a range of genres cultwres and styles is created,
Alongside this, children show enthusiasm and are able to talk in detail about the variety of hooks
they have read as a class, as a group and as an increasingly, confident, independent reader
Children's progress in phonics is continually, reviewed through daily and phased- phonic
graphemes that need to be addressed and quick and effective interventions take place as well as
celebrating the children's progress. In June, the national Phonics Screening Check is undertaken
Jor Year 1, to- confirm that the children have leared, to decode to an age appropriate standard,
and determines what level o provision they will require the following year. There are clear
expectations for each year group in our Systematic, Systematic Phonics Programme and, this is
continue to be used, into Key Stage 2 for intervention.

Throughout the school, progress is mapped on an online school tracker which allows us to
curriculwm (hased, on the National Cwricuwlum) and we directly assess what we teach and,
progress is tracked. Evidence for this is recorded in Floor Books with examples of children's work
and notes made by Teachers and Teaching Assistants. Termly, assessments in Key Stage 2 (NFER)
offer a standardised, score which allows teachers to track progress against o National scale and
these help to inform Teacher Assessments in termly pupil progress meetings. We have termly,
moderations to enswre good progress is made and for opportunities to share good practice and,
resources.

The English Lead has monitored the implementation and impact of owr bespoke Phonics scheme
all staff are proud of and dedicated to embedding, developing and celebrating our scheme.




Resowrces

There are a range of resources to support the teaching of English across the school. All
classrooms have dictionaries, thesauruses and a variety of age~appropriate small

apparatus. Each classroom has iPads available. All classrooms have a selection of
Jiction and non-fiction texts which has been heavily invested in in recent years with
each class developing a class library of high-quality texts. Children have access to the
Internet through laptops and iPads. The library contains a range of hooks to support
children's individual research.

Monitoring and review

The coordination and planning of the English cwriculum are the responsihility of the
suhbject leader, who also:

developments in English and by providing a strategic lead and direction for this
subject;

-gives the headteacher an annual summary report in which evaluates the strengths
and weaknesses in English and indicates areas for further improvement;

-uses specially allocated regular management time to review evidence of the children's
work, and to observe English lessons across the school.

-checks in with each memhber of staff Prequently to ensure the English cwrriculum is

A named member of the school's governing hody is briefed to oversee the teaching of
literacy. The literacy governor meets regularly with the suhject leader to review
progress.

This policy will be reviewed at least every two years.

Handwriting - see separate policy,
Signed:

Date: Novemher 2022
Date to he Reviewed: Novemher 2024



